PATIEKT GRISELPA                     igj

for Griselda to come to him, and          to her,

ss! am going to bring this lady tiome whom I have

just married, and Intend to show tier all pos-
sible respect at her first coming: thou knowcst

that I have no women with me able to set out
the rooms, and do many other things which are
requisite on so solemn an occasion. As, therefore,
thou art best acquainted with the state of tie
house, 1 would have thee make such provision
as thou shalt judge proper, and invite what
ladies thou wilt, even as though thou wcrt mis-
tress of the house; and when the marriage is
ended,, return thee home to thy father's again."
Though these words pierced like daggers to the
heart of Griselda, who was unable to part with
her love for the prince so easily as she had
her great fortune, yet she replied, "My lord, I
am ready to fulfil all your commands." She
then went into the palace, in her coarse attire,
from whence she had but just before departed
in her shift, and with her own hands did she
begin to sweep, and set all the rooms to rights,
cleaning the stools and benches in the hall like
the meanest servant, and directing what was to
be done in the kitchen, never giving over tali
everything was in order, and as it ought to be.
After this was done, she invited, in the princes
name, all the ladies in the country to           t*

the feast. And on the day appointed for the mar-
riage, meanly ckd as she was, she received